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paragraph as the following, in relation to this/ most strongly contended against timidity in 
disease, namely, | resorting to it. Thus Dr. Ellioison observes, 
“ Prassic acid is one of the best things. It} whem alluding to the post mortem appear- 
will not cure the disease, but it does remedy | ancesof the alimentary canal in certain cases 
spasmodic irritation of the air passages ex-| of disease ‘ It may happen that the bleedings 
ceedingly well; and very often better than | which were instituted have taken away the 
other narcotics ;” or that, in a more serious | redness of the part, and left it perfectly pale ; 
case, such, for instance, as inflammation of | although the powers of life were destroyed by 
the kidney, he were to find the following, the disease, or—as in some cases—by he rem- 
“The treatment of the disease consists in | ¢dies : * and again, “In the majority of contin- 
bleeding at the arm; cupping on the Ioins,— ‘ued fevers which I see, venesection is ceriain- 
either alone or after general bleeding; and|!y mot necessary, and Fam sure that those 
purging, especially by calomel; putting the | who employ it extensively in this disease, if 
patient into a warm bath; and low diet. If) they do not destroy their patients, yet protract 
the kidneys suppurate, it is necessary to treat | ‘heir cases.” Sydenham, as we have seen, 
it as any other suppuration. We must sup- | admitted that it “impairs the strength, and 
port the strength, tranquillize the patient by | disposes to the attacks of other diseases ; and 
anodynes, and perhaps give ‘uva ursi.’ Sume | Cullen affirmed that “ it could not be often 
recommend this drag; but whether it has any | ‘repeated with safety, both because it enfee- 
particular virtue, Ido not know”— * * *| bled the tone of the system, and tended to pro- 
he would observe here that no perplexities are | duce plethora.” Dr. Holland asks, “Is not 
expressed, and in the first case, as a matter of | | depletion by bloedletting still too general and 
course, would give prussic acid if spasmodic | | indiscriminate in affections of the brain, and 
irritation presented itself, and in the second, | expecially in the different forms of paralysis? 
after the free use of blood-letting and mercu-| Theory might suggest that in some of these 
ry, he would doubtless ¢ry uva ursi. It is| cases, the loss of blood would lead to mis 
therefore vain to expect the majority of medi-| chief. Experience undoubtedly proves it, 
cal men to forbear from taking any measures and there is cause to believe that this mis- 
except such as they are certain will prove be- | chief, though abated of late years, is still 
neficial. Original minds might pursue such | neither infrequent nor small in amount.” In 
a course, but the mass are always disposed to | the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine, (Art. 
follow precedent, and in every case it is more | | Blood-letting), it is stated, “ Amongst the ef- 
pleasant to persuade ourselves that we are do- | | fects of loss of blood must be mentioned that 
ing something, than humbly acknowledge | of sudden and unexpected dissolution. The 
ourselves altogether in the dark. | patient does not recover from a state of syn- 
Persons therefore once under medical ad- | cope ; or, without syncope, he may gradually 
vice are, for the most part, sure to receive | sink after blood-letting. ‘Vhis event is par- 
positive treatment. Mercury and blood-letting | ticularly apt to oceur if the patient be bled in 
in the majority of cases, and, in other cases, | the recumbent position. Jt has taken the most 
such medicines as may be in vogue for the | able and experienced practitioners by surprise.” 
time, or as may be recommended by the par-, M. Magendie, in an introductory lecture toa 
ticular authority whom the practitioner hap-|course of physiology at the College of 
pens to have selected as his model. Now| France, after informing his pupils that under 
with regard to the effects of calomel and the | the present system of practice, ‘disease gen- 
lancet, it is very generally admitted, that even | erally follows its course without being influ- 
where they arrest the disorder for which they | enced by the medication employed against it,” 
are used, the patient is always a sufferer from | recently observed, with especial reference to 
their employment,—that althowgh they may | bleeding, “ If I were to tell you my mind en- 
in some cases remove an urgent evil, they al- | tirely, I should say that it is most especially 
ways leave a new one in its place. Ample |} jn the hospitals in which the most active 
testimony of this, with regard to blood- letting, | | treatment is adopted, that the mortality is the 
has been long furnished in the anxiety with | mosi considerable.” Finally, the following 
which medical men seek to find a substitute | remarks by Dr. Tweedie, will illustrate the 
for itsemployment. Its evil effects have also | way in which it is sometimes used, until ex- 
been unequivocally acknowledged in some | perience—that is to say, until the death of 
instances, even by those who, in general, have | many human beings—testifies to its impropri- 
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all cases, because they happened to see epidem- 
ics that would bear it, and demanded it, have 
said that the mortality of the low puerperal , 
fever of London must have arisen from timid- 
ity, and not pushing bleeding to a sufficient 
extent. The earliest experience of the wri- | 
ter in puerperal fever was in too distinct and 
well marked epidemics in the spring of 1822. 
From the decided advantage of copious bleed- 
ing in the first, we were naturally Jed to push 
what is called bold practice in the first cases 
of the second, but the result soon proved our 
rash mistake. These adynamic cases will not 
bear bleeding favourably.” 
But seriously as these statements affect the | 
“right arm of Medicine,” there are others, if 
possible of a stronger kind, in relation to the | 
“ Jeft.” 
Some of the most striking consequences of | 
the action of mercury are mentioned by Dr. | 
Craigie, in his description of'an eruptive dis- | 
order termed yaws, which has a resemblance 
to small-pox and occurs among Negroes. “ It 
has long been the fashion,” he says, “ with | 
many practiticners in the West Indies, to ad- 
minister mercury in this disease, in large 
doses. The effects of this is first to cause the 
sudden disappearance of the eruption, and af- | 
terwards to induce a breken or declining state , 
of health, accompanied with dropsy, general | 
wasting, and sometimes the formation of in- 
curable ulcers in various parts of the body. 
In this manner, too, king’s evil in various 
forms, leprosy, and even cancer, are said to | 
be produced.” The same author speaks of | 
its remarkable power when administered in| 
large doses, of irritating the mucous mem-, 
brane of the intestines, and producing so | 
great a diminution of general strength as to 
lead to fatal results. Solis, speaking of its 
administration in cases of hydrocephalus, , 
states, “many times I saw under large and | 
long continued doses of calomel the hydroce- | 
phalic symptoms suddenly vanish, and inflam- 
mation of the intestines arise and terminate | 
in death.” Its occasional effects in the treat- | 
ment of dropsy have already been pointed out. | 
Ina paper by Dr. Wells in the Medico-Chi- 
rurgiucal Tyansactions, it is observed, that | 
“the constitutional irritation caused by mer- 
cary may be followed by well marked symp- 
toms of locked jaw.” There is also, he says, | 
& form of cutaneous disorder induced by this | 
medicine, which sometimes proves fatal.— 


“ Dr. Gordon, Mr. Hey, and Dr. Arm- |“ E 
strong, the advocates for large bleedings in 
great heat of the skin and feverishness. 


| all, 


| relief.” 
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very now and then, when persons have 
taken mercury, they have been seized with 
A 
number of vesicles have appeared. They 


have spread all over the body ; the cuticle has 





‘come off; fluid has exuded; and the irrita- 


tion been so great as to make the patient quite 
wretched. At the same time, the mucous 
membrane has become affected; and there is 
almost always cough, This, however, is not 
Ihave seen more or less disease of the 
throat ; and frequently vomiting and purging; 
owing to the mucous membrane which runs 
from the fauces down into the abdomen, hav- 
ing also been affected.” 


According to Dr. Christison, ‘“ death may 


-| ensue from the mildest preparations, and from 


the smallest doses, in consequence of severe 


| salivation being produced by them in peculiar 
| habits.” 


Dr. Eliivison says “ it is very com- 


| mon to see persons who have been in the foul 
| wards of an hospital and undergone a consid- 


erable administration of mercury fall intoa 
state of phthisis.” And the same author, 
speaking of organic disease of the liver, for 
which mercury is 80 commonly administered, 
further remarks, “ we frequently break up the 


| patient’s constitution without affording him 


Of the blue-pill he asserts, “If 


Mr. Abernethy had lived for a hundred 


| years, and done good ali the time, he would 
| not have atoned forthe mischief he has done 
‘by making people take blue-pill. Half the 


people in England have been led to fancy that 
they cannot live without blue-pill; which not 
only does no more good than any other pur- 
gative, but likewise renders those who take it 
constantly susceptible to cold; and must alto- 
gether be very injurious.” 


Finally, from Dr. Marshall Hall, in his 
work oD the Diseases of the Nervous System, 
(Par 736) we have the following remarks, 


| which apply alike to the *‘ right-arm” and the 


** Jeft.” 


“Of the whole number of fatal cases of 
diseases in infancy, a great proportion occur 
from this inappropriate or undue application 
of exhausting remedies. This observation 
may have a salutary effect in checking the 
ardour of many young practitioners, who are 
apt to think, that if they have only bled, and 
purged, and given calomel enough, they have 
done their daty ; when, in fact, in subduing the 
former, they have excited a new disease; 



















































20 





which they have not understood, and which 
has led to the fatal result.” 

lt will be seen, therefore, that while with re- 
gard to almost every agemt except mercury 
and blood-letiing, there isavowedly the great- 
est contrariety of opinion, the uncertainty be- 
ing not merely as to their doing any good, but 
as to whether they do not prodvce the must 
“‘ perpicious results,” it is a faet that these 
two means, on the use of which alone an ap- 
proach to unanimity prevails, are very gen- 
erally recognized as capable but of substitu- 
ting under the best circumstances, one evil 
for another; and that althongh they may, and 
undoubtedly in many instances do save life, 
it is too often only on eondiiions that must 
render it a burthen:—that not unfrequently, 
being used where nature herself could have 
worked a restoration, they leave their conse- 
quences without having perfermed so much 
asa temporary service—and that also in a 
large number of cases, which furnish ‘ expe- 
rience” to the practitioner, the evil of their 
action jis not even thug far limited, but re- 
sulls at once in the destruction of the pa- 


tient. 
To be Continzed. 





INTERMIXTURE OF ALLOPATHIA 
AND HUMCOPATHIA. 


A few years agoan American Physician, 
who claims to be of the homeopathic school 
of medicine, visited Hahnemann in Paris, and 
subsequenily published the conver-alion he 
had held with that truly eminent physician. 
Among other things, Hahnemann stated— 
“That the inlermixture of allopathia and ho- 
maopathia is a subject of great regret ; as il 
must, uliimately, lead loan impure and haz- 
ardous system of practice, and to fruitless dis- 
cussions, already apparent.” Upon this, the 
physician to whom we refer, made the follow- 
ing comment, which we find republished in 
the North-Western Journal of Home@opathia, 
for April, 3849, viz: 

“This view, entertained by Hahnemann, 
has been justly adhered to by him in very 
many respects; and especially as far as the 
system might, by such admixture lose the 
peculiar identity which he has so successful- 
ly conferred upon it, after an arduous strug- 
gle in its defence; but that homeopathisis 
should not draw from the store-hoases of al- 
lopathia all tha: is useful and confirmed by 
experience, is hardly tenable in the estimation 
of independent practitioners; the more pro- 
minently, as recent illustrations have been 
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demonstrating that all the important curative 
agencies in allupathic praciice are dependant 
for their suecess, upon their application ac. 
cording to the priuviple of homeopaihia — 
The adoption of this opinion of Hahnemann 
would check invesiigatious, and arrest the 
discussions ob Which he animadverts. Wi) 
due deference to the great Reformist, I ay 
evnstrained, by the force of testimony, to dis. 
sent from him in regard to this positon, be- 
hieving that results clearly prove these discus 
s10ns tu have been productive of ihe highest 
practical value to humanity, and have Jed to 
that admirable and much needed exposition 
of homeopathia, entitied “ Eighteen Theses, 
by Dr. Wolff of Dresden which were adopted 
atthe “Ceotral Homeopathic Society” 
Europe, by a large majority of transatianiic 
| homeeopabists, and certain explapatiuns of 
the system that are appreciable to good com. 
mon sense, and to capacities organized to sci. 
enufic observation.’ 

The above proposition by Habnemann is cha- 
racteristic of his discrimination, or of the un- 
common nice discernment of that great man 
While considering it, one [eels it to be, almost 
sely evidem. After some years of pretty ex- 
tensive practice, and some small degree of in 
dustry in study; we most heartily subseribe 

toils Correctness. How any one, who baser- 
perience in the /aw of cure in the treatment ot 

| diseases, a law discovered by Hahnemann, and 
by him alone, could differ from tha: great \u- 

| minary in the matter under notiee, cannot, we 
think, be answered with a charitable judg- 
ment. 

The writer of the above, evidently wished 
to advocate an intermixiure of the two mudes 
uf medical practice, but he did not dare to 
come out fully on that peint ; consequently 
he made the discussion of the subject, the mus 
prominent thing in the statement of Haboe 
maun, while the essential thought was the 
mixture of the practice of the twu schools. 

Whoever receives pathology as taught in 
the allopathic school, will find it nu easy task 
io comprehend homeopathia ; much less wil 
he be able to practice it. This position was 
taken by the founder of the system, and i! 
“ has been justly adhered toby him.” Let us 
‘not be misunderstood. Homeopathia many 
writers have said isa system of * specifics,” 
i that is, it furnishes rem. dies for diseases by 

| the names given to them by pathology. Heace 
|the errors into which many fall when they 
say Aconitle is the specific for pneumonia ; Pw- 
satilla for rubeola ; Belladonna for Scarlatina; 
Arnica for mechanieal injuries: Mercurius fot 
parotttis ; Aconite, Spongia and Hepar sulph. 
for cynanche trachealis, etc. This is not the 
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anguage of hom@upathii. It 
fix the name of a disease, and then seek a 
specific; this mode belongs to the allopathic 
school, and we hope it may be permitted to 
enjoy that prerogative unmolested. Home- 


opathia looks most critically at the phenome- 


It does not first 


na of each case of sickness as it actually ex- 
isis; and selects a corresponding remedy, be- 
ingguided strictly by the law cf stmiiarity. 
Consequently, no theory of disease,no name by 
which it may be designated, should in any 
mauner influence the practitioner. 

What is there in the “ store-houses of al- 
lopathia” that can be useful in the practice o 
home@opathia? Hahnemann took all, an 
placed it in the Materia Medica pura, it being 
a part of his system, and in no sense belong- 
ing to allopathia. And now, it is stripped o{ 
every thing bat what legiiimately belongs to 
it. Allopathia stands out in all its deformity 
with not a single homeopathic truth, to give 
itthe least degree of beauty or excellence. 
And yet, there are those, who would endeavor 
to dress the pernicious system of Galen, in the 
beautiful garments of the system of Hahne- 
mano, and declare it to be a decided improve- 
ment—terming it “ re/ional”—represent such 


‘ 
i 
4 
i 


acourse as ‘‘ /ib ral,” and those who pursue it, 
as possessing “‘ capacities organized to scien- 
tific observation.” 
all men is the wost ineonsisient, for he is ut- 
terly destitute of any fixed principles, and he 
cannot be an “independent practitioner.” He 


isonly @ copyist. 


BUFFALO MEDICAL JOURNAL—ITS 
VERACITY. 

The following article appeared first in the 
“Buffalo Medical Journal ;” and has been 
copied into others either in whole or in part 
as a delicious morsel for the digestion of al- 
lopathic physicians. 


“ Veracily of Homeopathists.—It is a com- 
mon remark, that * figures cannot lie.” This 
remark, however, was never intended to 
cover the veracity of those by whom the fig- 
uresare made. Lying by means of figures, 
is as feasible as it is common wih those, who 
to promote their own base purposes, are ready 
to avail themselves of any method of decep- 
tion which yee aes success; and no sophis- 
try is so well calculated to deceive as false 
siatistics, Most of our readers probably are 
aware, thatin an article by Dr. Forbes, in 
one of the expiring numbers of the late Brit- 
ish and Foreiga Medical Revi w, (an article 
which impaired aot a little the respect of the 


professioa for the good sense of the author,) | 


A mongrel in medicine of 
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Vienna, were cited as exhibiiing a fair test of 
this method of practice. It turns out as we 
fearn by the Lendun Lancet, that these statis- 
tical statements were arrant forgeries. An 
examination of the books of the establichment 
has led to their detection. How far the re- 
cords themselves are false, of course cannot 
so well be ascertained. They were made ata 
bomeopathic esiablishment, under the direc- 
tion of one who is dishonest enough te give a 
false representation of the result of their anal- 
of homeopathic treatment, atthe ho-pital in 
Vienna; hence, itis fair tu presume, that ifthe 
matter could be sifted to the bottom, it would 
be found that the case is still werse for ho- 
meopathy than it even now is proved to be. 

“ A somewhat similar trick has lately been 
atiempted in the city of New York. The 
trustees of the “Homeopathic Dispensary 
Assuciation” published a card, addressed to 
the public, setting forth in figures the results 
of home@opathy at an orphan institution, as 
conirasted with results, at the same institu- 
tion, while the sick received regular medical 
atiendance. Dr. James McCune Smith, of 
New York, was induced to investigate the 
matter, and he proves from the same source 
whence the figures appearing on the card 
were taken, that, so far {rom figures establish- 
ing the superior success of Homeeopathy, the 
odds are more than double against it. We 
refer those who have any curiosity to examine 
the matter, to our respected contemporary, the 
Annalist, (No. 18, vol. 11,) which contains 
the eard, and the article by Dr. Smith, togeth- 
er with some excellent remarks by the editor. 
hatthe Trustees who have lent their name 
on the card are guilty of a deliberate jinten- 
tion to deceive the public, may not be true, 
hut it was certainly their duty to ascertain 
that there could be no room for doubt as to the 
correciness of the statistics, before consenting 
to endorse them. 


“Tt is not surprising that they who have en- 
rolled themselves as Homaopathists with the 
view of making the most of !t as a pecuniary 
speculation upon public credulity, should re- 
sort to these, and other equally dishonest 
means of furthering their ends. Not less 
would be expected from the character of their 
motives; it 1s carrying out the spirit which, 
as Drv Lee has abundantly showed, gctuated 
the founder of the imposition. Many of them 
have succeeded in their objects, and are now 
ready to laugh at the folly which hag filled 
their pockets. 

“ The latter consolation will not remain for 
those who have been duped. We really can- 
nut but commiserate the few unfortunate gen- 
tlemen, and mure pariienlarly, the not so few 
philanthropic ladies, who have felt it to be 
their duiy to go from house to house, endeav- 
oring to persuade invalids to dismiss their 
medical advisers, and try a homeopathist, 
This zeal, which thus prompts them to over- 
siep the bounds of delicacy, is pretty good evi- 
dence, that they do not feel yuile secure in their 
confidence in the meriis of their cause. It 


the reports of Dr. Fleischman, of the results in | Savors of the plan pursued by the fox, in 
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the fable, who had lost his caudal appen- 
dage. Mortification, more than any other 
species of misery, likes mers se But 
this subject is too grave for ridicule. If it 
concerned merely mortified pride, or the loss 
of a few dollars, it would be quite a different 
matter from what it really is. It is a subject 
involving healih and life. If persons in the 
independent exercise of their judgment, se- 


lect a coarse calculated to jeopardize these | 


most valued of all temporal blessings, they 
may be compassionated, but perhaps are not 
culpable 
ciously obtrude upon the sick or their friends 
and taking advaniage of the anxiety and 
weakness which are incident to di-ease, suc- 
ceed in diverting, or, at least, impairing the 
resources of medical] art. 


moral perceptions which do not recognize the 
fearful responsibility which such conduct in- 
volves; nor the conscience which is insensi- 
ble to the reprvaches (albeit unuttered) which 
are breathed ia the unavailing regrets ol 
those who moura for departed {riends.” 


To charge directly or indireetly the entire 


body of hom@opathic practitioners with “ dis- | 


honesty” is a very silly proceeding. And, to 
employ such an accusation for an argument 
against home@opathy, shows a want of inielli- 
gence. If every one who has adopted that 
sysiem of medicine is a fool or a knave, the 
truth or falsity of it, could not be established 
by such faets. 

We doubt if allopathic journalists do be- 
lieve that those physicians of the homaopa- 


thic school who have resided in the same | 


place for ten, twenty, thirty, and in some in- 
stances forty years, and during those periods, 
by unexceptivnable morals and professional 
skill secured the confidence of the peopie, 
that denunciations of “dishonesty” against 
such, would accomplish much, in interrupting 
the progress of homeopathy. The above ar- 
ticle from the Buffalo Journal in al} its essen- 
tial points, is a tissue of fa'sebood, That por- 
tion of if'which relates to the Vienna Hospital, 
we have already noiiced in the 3d Volume of 
this Journal. Does the Editor of the Buffalo 


. | 
Journal, suppose that such men as constitute 


the Trustees of the “ New York Homeopa- 
thie Dispensary Association,” are capable of 
perpetrating a “trick” on the community 7 
We hope Dr. Charles A. Lee did not write 
that article, and yet it is very like his style 
and manner of reasoning. Ask Dr. Lee, 
Mr. Editor, although he was never able to se- 
cure the honor of their acquaintance, if such 
men as Benj. R. Win'hrop, John T. Adams, 
Thomas Denpy, Walter L. Cochran, Bayard 
Clark, Jacob R. Le Roy, Daniel C. Eaton, 


It is otherwise with those who offi- | 


We envy not the! 


| Alexis Eustaphieve, John Caswell, Robert L, 
Stewart, and some twenty others equally well 
| known in this city, as of the very highest 
standing, could be guilty “ of a deliberate ip. 
| tention to deceive the public” on any subject? 
| We would inform the Buflalo Journal that 
the Trustees did ‘* ascertain that there could 
be no room for doubt as to the correctness of 
the statistics before consenting to endorse 
them.” To deny them is folly, for they were 
made up from the books and published annual 
reports of the different asylums. There oan 
be no mistake about the matter ; the “ Card” 
is trae in allits parts. A futile attempt to 
discredit the ‘“ Card” was noticed in this 
Journal soon after it appeared in the Anna. 
list. Both a Dr, Smith and the then Editor of 
that Journal, did not pretend that they had 
disproved the statements in the “‘ Card,” but 
promised to doso in the next number of the 
Annalist; but nothing more was ever heard 
from them on the subject. The Trustees of 
the Dispensary reparted the same statistics o/ 
the Orphan Asylums of this city, in their an- 
‘nual report, aiter having again satisfied them- 
selves that they were true. The last two par- 
agraphs of the article under notice are mere 
rant. Whata benevolent set of fellows al- 
lopathic doctors would have the public believe 
themselves to be? They don’t practice medi- 
cine, — physic we should have said, ~ for 
money. Oh! certainly not,-—they are too hon- 
orable,—too high minded, to think of a fee! 
Dr. A. H. Stevens said as much in his late 
address before the State Society. What driv- 
eling!! These allopathic gentlemen want 
the people (o understand that homeopathists 
want pay for their services. We are much 
| obliged to them, for giving the information, 
for it is trae. Do allopaths work for nothing? 
We leave the people to answer this question, 


i —— 


RESPONSIBILITY OF PHYSICIANS. 


} A person ander the solemnity of an oath, 
| and in the jury box for the trial of a human 
being charged with a capital offence, deeply 
| feels his responsibility ; as the life of a fellow 
| being depends upon his decision. Every item 
of testimony will be weighed with the utmost 
exactness, forin case of error an innocent 
lite might be sacrificed. 
Is the responsibility of the physician who 
has the sick in charge a whit less than that of 
a juryman? We think not. Therefore it is 








THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMG:OPATRY. 








his duty to avail himself of a most accurate 
knowledge of all the means within his reach, 
to cure human maladies, lest by his igno- 


rance, irreparable mischief might be indu- | 


ced. The responsibility of the physician is 
tremendvus, and it is not unlikely, but few of 
us feel its force. Serious blunders of the 
faculty are of daily occurence, as is well 
known to the people and sometimes admitted 
by physicians themselves, There are a variety 
of causes which lead to such unhappy resulis. 
So numerous are they, that we cannot no:ice 
but few of them. Some enter the profession, 
whose natural talents unfit them for its duties: 
such persons may acquire all knowledge and 
at the same time never possess skill. Others 
are deficient in education, and thereby are un 

qualified to investigate diseases properly ; 
much less to direct in their treatment. 

But the gieatest evil of all is, the rapid, 
superficial, unscientific and careless mode of 
studying individual cases of disease and their 
treatment, even by those who are qualified to 
perform this duty thoroughly and accurately. 
The effort is too frequently made, to ascertain 
a malady, and its treatment by intuition. 
That physician who feels the nature and 
measure of his accountability, will never 
permit baseless theories to be mixed with 
the clearly defined facts which are pre- 
sented to his senses in every case of sickness. 
He will not dare to reason upon these facts, 
but with the utmost calmness, caution and cer- 
tainty ; for if he does, he may be the means of 
the premature death of a human being. Sick- 
ness of any kind or degree is a serious mat- 


ter, but in consequence of deficient instruc- | 


tion of physicians; or from pride or vanity, 
or a luve of money, or ignorance, or indo- 
lence, or all combined, thousands have died, 
who should have lived. He lacks common 
sense who has confidence in the skill of that 
physician who hurriedly investigates a dis- 
ease, and who, as if by inspiration pretends to 
see ata single look, clear through the most 
complicated case, and with the same celerity 
makes a prescription. A few years ago, 
while we were endeavoring to faithfully dis- 
charge our duty by inquiring with care into a 
case of sickness, a faiher with more passion 
than sense said to us: “I want a physician 
who can tell what is the matter with my child 
at once, and not sit an hour thinking about 
it.” We replied, that such, were numerous 
in our city, and he could be accommodated, 
bat we did not belong to that class. And as 


/he had been mistaken in us, we would cheer- 

fully resign the case into other hands. Ina 
few days however, we received a written 
apology, and since that, we have had no in- 
terference with our professional duty in that 
family. That lawyer who does not most 
carefully study his cases, will be judged un- 
safe and will soon be without clients. That 
clergyman who neglects to prepare his ser- 
mons, will soon perceive dissatisfaction in his 
congregation, and his usefuloess diminishing. 
The physician, whose duties are much more 
complicated and difficult than either, cannot 
in an off-hand sort of a way, recognize and 
prescribe for disease. He must, not only ob- 
serve minutely all the phenomena of a case, 
but that phenomena must be so combined in 
his mind, as to present a complete picture: 
/and then, with the same care and minuteness 
he should select a drug which in its positively 
known effects in the human system will cor- 
respond to the picture which the phenomena 
of the disease has created,—and that will be 
the remedy. This, however, is only a a mo- 
iety of his labor, yet if he goes thus far, 
thoroughly, and with good judgement, he can- 
not be hasty. He must reason, and that logi- 
cally, on the facts, and those alone, which are 
before him, and his conclusions should be 
drawn with great caution, for if he err, he 
may all his life afterwards, regret his temeri- 
ty. Finally, that physician who has not time 
to study—who does not habituate himself to 
the closest reasoning in his duties, should qui‘ 
the profession, he is not only unworthy of it, 
but is a dangercus member of society, 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


This association, composed of allopathic 
physicians from all parts of our country as- 


| sembled for the second time on the Istof May 


last, in Boston, Mass. The number in atten- 
dance has been variously estimated from 150 
to 409, the exact number we could not ascer- 
tain, we have reason to believe however, that 
‘che former is nearer the truth, than the latter. 
| We have hastily read the proceedings as pub- 
| lished in two Journals, but do not perceive 
}anything that was accomplished by that 
learned body, which in our judgment will 
tend to any change in the allopathic school. 
The most prominent and exciting business of 
the meeting was on the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Medical Education. There seem- 
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“ALL BUT.” 

** A late Eastern Medical Journal speaks of 
the “ now all but defunct vagaries of Habne- 
mann.” The writer certainly never was 
very far West, or he would have omiited the 
unfortunate westernism, by the favor of 








ed to be a good deal of dissatisfaction felt, 
and much of it expressed towards the medical 
colleges. But the influence of these institu- 
tions predominated, and they were left, with 
afew harmless resolutions of advice. We 
do not clearly perceive the real ground of op- 
position ta these schools, for we do not believe | which, his misstatement is converted into a 
that an extension of the time of the lectures, | truth. Truly Homeupathia is everything else 
anda better preliminary education of students, | but defunct, and the assurance that it is on the 
gre sufficicnt of themselves to produce the wane, nay, that it is not rapidly increasing, is 
exciting debate which was had upon these entirely erroneous, This may be readily be- 
two points. | lieved, when we consider that we are always 

Dr. Davis, of our city, took a prominent! told that it is “dying out” ia some region 
part in the debate, and seemed to be the leader | other than the one where the assertion is made 
of the reform party. The college party had Thus we are told here that it is *“‘dying out” 
ghe ablest debaters and the greatest number of | at the East,—at the East the ery is that it is 
votes, and it managed the association | ‘dying out” in France, Germany, or Eng- 
land. This is nota candid and honorable 





with a good deal of skill; for although the reso- 


lutions which were passed, if effective, would | 
cause some important changes in the Colleges, 


but Dr. A. H. Stevens took care to say in sub- | 


stance that whatever resolations they might 
pass in relation to the colleges were only ad- | 
visory. We do not think the New York 

Academy of Medicine was very well treated, | 
for it had passed resolutions on the subject of | 


| course, for it is easy to make acharge relative 


to what is occurring in remote lands, which it 
may require much investigation to disprove, 
and when it is disproved, the same assertion 
may be repeated with as firm an assurance as 
ever. The truth is, that Homeopaihia is 
rapidly on the increase throughout the whole 
of Europe ; it is on the increase in the east- 


separating the teaching and the examination | ern Section of our own country ; & is on the 


for the diploma ; which were presented to the | increase here in our very midst. This may 
association, and without reading referred to a be ascertained by any one who chooses to in- 
committee who did not see fit to report upon quire as regards our own country ;—as re- 
them, and by a vote they were taken from the gards other lands, we shall shorily furnish, in 
hands of that committee and referred to an- | the pages of our Journal, statistics showing 
other one, who will place them among the the state of things abroad. If Homaopathia 
proceedings for publication. “A resolution | 1s dying, its death is a marvelous one, since 
recommending the medical colleges through- | every day it gains new trophies and acquires 
out the country, to adopt the system of Con-| increased vigor. 

cours, for choosing their Professors,” was} This charge furnishes another illustration 
adopted without debate. We hope for the | of the readiness of our opponents to endeavor 
sake of the outs, this course may go into ef- |to refute Homeopathia by anything but di- 
fect, that some of them may become the ins ; rect experiment. We have said repeatedly, 
at the same time, it should be born in mind | aod again affirm, that Homa@opathia is based 


that if professorships are thus thrown open to 
competition, some of the successful candi- 
dates may be homeceopathists. This danger 
the colleges will no doubt avoid, by paying 
no alteniion, whatever, to the advice of the as- 
sociation. 

Oa the whole it was an interesting meeting, 
and the feastings provided by the Bostonians 
contributed in no small degree to good hu- 
mour and agreeableness of the delegates to- 
wards one another. The next meeiing will 
be held on the Ist Tuesday in May, 1850, in 
Ciacinaati. 








upon facts—upon experience; and neither 
felse charges of its “dying out” here or 
there, denunciations of Medical Societies or 
Colleges, nor anything ror everything else, 
can ever disprove or overturn it, until the fal- 
lacy of this experience and these facts be 
shown. Who will attempt to disprove that 
Belladonna causes symptoms similar to Scar- 
let Fever, or that Belladonna will cure Scar- 
let Fever?) Who can prove that any one of 
our remedies does not produce the effects 
which we attribute to it, or that it does not 
cure those affected with similar symptoms? 
No one; the labor is declined—hence resort 
is made to pitiful sneers and slurs unworthy 
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of an honorable profession. 
be required of the infinite divisibility of mat- | 
ter, after seeing what infinitesima) portions of 
wit or reason the objections of our opponents | 
contain, nor can we find a more striking il- 
lustratiou of the effect of minutely divided | 
matier, than is found in the fact that some are | 


still duped by these objections. —N. W. Ji. Ho. 


' knowledge,” in that they have condemned that 


of which they are totally ignorant,—like the 
venerable justice who would never hear both 
sides of a case, because he always got confu- 


| sed if he listened to the second party ! 


At another time we shall lay before our 
readers other Allopathic arguments quite as 
conclusive as the furegoing—Norih Western 


| Jonrnal of Homoeopathia. 


ALLOPATHIC LOGIC. 


The treatment which Homcopathia has| 
received at the hands of Allopathists, is no| 
small argumeut in its favor. Hahnemann in| 
breaking louse from the trammels of the 
schools, and in foundi:g a new mode of prac-| 
lice, was Met, as his disciples have been, 
with the assaults of false reasoning, and of 
Wit more innocent of point than scurility.. 
Nor were civil persecutions wanting in those 
countries where such things could be done ;-- 
in others, Medical Societies have fulminated| 
their noisy but harmless bolts at these luck- 
yess heretics, vainly endeavoring to thrust Ho- 
mopathists from the pale of the profession, 
and to deny them its rights and privileges.— | 
Bat who has yet showed Homeopathia to be! 
false? We appeal to facis: we base our as- 
sertions upon experiments, and if our asser- 
tions are false, it is easy to prove them so by 
counter experiments. We assert that certain | 
medicines given in bealth will produce cer- | 
lain symptoms in the diseased system. We} 
point to numberless experiments, made with 
the greatest possible care, by practitioners in 
all parts of the world during the last filiy | 
years, aS confirmation of our assertions, and | 
how are we met? One Society has it thas :— 
“ Resolved, As the sense [1] of this Society, | 
that we consider the treatment uf disease by 
the system of practice called Homeopathia, as 
unsafe, undignified, and unworthy of the pre- 
sent enlightened state of Medical knowledge.’’ | 
What dues this prove? That Aconite d 
not cause symptoms very like a fever, when | 
administered to a person in health? Or does 
it prove that this same Aconite given to a per- 
son in a violent fever, will not check the fe- 
ver and restore the patient to healih? Or that 
if given in an infinitesimal portion, it will 
failto produce a beneficial effect? Not at 
all. It mereiy proves that those who passed 
such resolutions were igaorant of ihe princi- 
ples of Homveopathia, and unwilling to ex- 
amine them: hence are guiliy of a course 
which is “‘ unsafe, undignified, and unwurthy 
the present enlightened stale of Medical 


oes 





The Archduke John, Viceregent of Germany 
and Homose opathy. 

In Rapou’s Histoire de la Medecine Homoeo- 
pathique we learn the following interesting 
particulars respeciing the eminent personage 
who at present fills the important office of 
Viceregeut of the German Empire, 

In 1834 the Emperor Francis died, and it 
was generally reported, and even openly as- 
serted by several allopathic: physicians, that 
he was killed by blood-letting carried to an ir- 


| pational extent; his death was soon followed 


by that of his brother the Archduke Anthony, 
caused by the same system of blood-letting in 
a similar inflammatory disease. About the 
same time itso happened that the Archduke 


i John, the Nimrod of Styria, was also attack- 


ed by a violent inflammation. Warned by 
the fate of his brothers, he kept the dangerous. 
blood-suckers ata distance, and employed a 
physician of that school that can cure without 
sheding blood. Dr. Marenzellar was called in, 
who speedily put bim in a condition to follow 
the chamois over the bills. 

The contrast of the result of the treatment 
of his case with that of his two brothers made 


'an extraordinary impression at Court. A new 
|impulse was given to homoeopathy, and the 


number of its adherents increased amazing- 
ly.— British Journal of Homoeopathy. 


_-_——_ 


Dra. S. R. Kincy: 

Dear Sir:—I herewith send you $1 for the 
4th Volume of your Journal. 

I am only a beginner in homeopathy, hav- 
ing my diploma as an allopathic physician, 


| yet I hope that I shall soon be able 6 give up, 


allopathy entirely, though it will not be so 
easy for me, to convince the people of the su- 
periority of hom@opathy, as there has been 
no homeopathic physician in this part of the 
couniry. 

Fhe most astonishing fact in homeopathy 
which Icould not believe at first, was that 
all the medicines act just as sure, only by 
smelling atibem. It seems to be contrary to 
all physical and chemical laws, that metals, 
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and particularly such heavy ones as gold, etc. | should act on the nervous sysiem, by the mere 
Should act in this way, as it must necessarily | process of trituration and dynamization.— 
follow, that they evaporate. This almost in- | Yet the fact, that by 2 Jong continued tritura- 
credible fact, which though I could not find | tion, and reduction of these raw metals into 
an explanation for it, yet could not reject, | their very atoms, as it were, they become dis- 
being confirmed by so many careful observa- | solvable ; this fact, which hitherto was un- 
tions. After reflecting upon the subject, | known to chemists, which however no theory 
I think now, that I can give an explana-/| nor speculation can cverthrow, explains the 
tion, which at least to me seems plausible, | whole mystery, and places these metals jn 
though I don’t know whether it has not been their higher potencies, on the same scale with 
explained long ago in a more satisfactory the smelling substances, which, as every one 
manner. I therefore don’t attribute any im- | admits, acts upon the nervons system in very 





portance to it, yet I thought I might just as| 
well write down my ideas upon the subject. 

It is well known that if we dissolve Sugar 
of Lead for instance in water, and then evap- | 
orate the fluid, that the Sugar of Lead remains 
and only the water evaporates. But here 
are substances like Chamomile, Pepper- | 
mint tea, or Assafetida Tincture, where the 
fluid does not evaporate alone, but at least 
some, if not all of the substances that are con- 
tained in it, evaporate along with it. To ex- 
plain these facts, I think we must first investi- 
gate what becomes of the water, when it is 
evaporated, It is converted inio steam. But 
what does the steam consist of? Here I am | 
forced to suggest a theory of my own, asl) 
do not know of any other, to explain the sub- | 
ject in view. I believe that steam is nothing | 
else than a multitude of small water bubbles 
filled with heated and therefore expanded air, 
and these bubbles might therefore be best com- 
pared to little balloons. Now, every one of 
these little balloons, filled with heated air, can 
possibly carry a small particle of any sub- 
stance along, provided its weight be still less, 
than the weight of the same volume of the | 
surrounding atmospheric air. Now it can | 
easily be conceived, how substances like Pep- | 
permint, etc., whose particles are naturally | 
very light and small, can evaporate, when 
others like Sugar of Lead, whose particles are | 
very heavy, cannot. But if we would dis-| 
solve one grain of Sugar of Lead, in a large | 
quantity of water, by a way similar to the | 
homeopathic preparation, so that every par-| 
ticle of steam would get its equally small share 
of lead, then all the lead would surely evapo- 
rate. 

But there is another thing yet, which needs 
an explanation: for even if we admit the 
above theory, it is yet contrary to al] chemical 
and physiological jaws hitherto known, that 
substances so utterly indissoluble (except by 
complicated means) like gold, platina, etc., 





minute doses. Would it not therefore be ab- 
surd to deny the possibility of a minute dose 
of gold or platina, ete, affecting the nervous 
system, when we admit that vegetable sub- 
stances, much less poweriul, do it, as for 
instance, the smelling of Valerian or the 
exhalation of Rhus Tozxicodendron, and in 
fect all the miasmata and confagia, which 
Heim could distinguish by the smell, as soon 
as he entered the room of a patient. An in- 
disputable example of the efficacy of minute 
doses of metals isthe lead colic, as the most 
accurate investigation has been made by allo- 
pathic physicians (such as Tanquerel) and 
they themselves declare, that in a great 
many cases there is no other explanation ad- 
missable, but the inhalation of small partictes 
of lead. And yet these smal! particles which 
are inhaled, can surely not be weighed by 
the ounce nor by the grain, but are in fact 
homceopathic doses. On the contrary, we see 
large allopathic doses given for sometime, 
without producing the Lead Colic. It is the 
same with the—so called—vapors of quick- 
silver, arsenic, copper, phosphor, etc. I be- 
lieve that every allopathic physician, just by 
studying the facts which speak in favor of the 
efficacy of small doses of poisonous agents, 
which are admitted by the old school, might 
be convinced of this great truth, and be lead 
to an honest investigation of the whole doc- 
trine. : 

The above theory of evaporation would 
give a good explanation of some other facts 
such as the boiling of water at a much lower 
or higher degree of temperature, just accord- 
ing to the diminished or increased pressure of 
the surrounding air, or the solution of sub- 
stances in the water, etc. Even the paradox 
theory of latent warmth might be explained, 
as the heat is probably consumed for heating 
and so expanding the air. 

There is another fact yet, which speaks in 
favor of the greater efficacy of the medicines, 
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when they are reduced into the smallest par- 
ticles. When the steam of boiling water is 
lead through a red hot iron tube, there will 
be found afterwards an immensely fine pow- 
der of iron rust; produced by the decompo- 
sition of the water into oxygen and hydrogen 
as is wellknown. This powder was propo- 
sed as a good medicinal preparation, but on 
its trial on persons it was found to act so im- 
mensely powerful, that at first it was ‘suppo- 
sed, that there was some poisonous substance 
amongst it, yet the most accurate chemical 
examination, showed that this was not the 
case. Can anything speak more in favor of 
the efficacy of the medicines, when reduced 
into the smallest particles possible, than this 
fact, admitted by the chemists and physicians 
of the old school ? 
Respectfully Yours, 
THEOPHILUS BRUCKNER, M. D. 
Tamaque, Pa. 


THE CHOLERA IN THECITY OF 
NEW YORK, 

Alout two weeks ago cases of Cholera 
were reported to the Board of Healih as hav- 
ing occurred in the filthiest part of this city. 
Forthwith a number of allopathic physicians 
by appointment, and others on their own ac- 
count visited these cases, for the purpose of 
determining the question,—lIs it Asiatic Cho 
lera ? 
relation to the character of the disease in 
questian, was found to exist among these “Je- 
gitimists.” “ It certainly looks like the Cho- 
lera” says one. “ Yes, a very striking resem- 
blance” answered another. “If it spreads, I 
shall believe it to be the Cholera” saida 
third. “ But that patient, and that one, look 
as if they would recover, and if they do in 
this dirty place, I shall unhesitatingly pro- 
nounce it, not Cholera, yet it is very like 
it. In this,as in every thing almost which 
relates 10 nosology, and pathology, although the 


former is embraced in the latter, there will be | 


contradictory opinions among members of the 
profession ; for the reason, there is as yet, very 
litle that is exact in pathology, especially 
that part of it which relates to the names of 
diseases. Weare not disposed to provoke a 
controversy on the, to our mind, useless point 
about the name of the disease reported as 
Cholera to the Board of Health of this 
city. However there are a few facts, with 
which, every physician, as well as ourself; 


As usual, a diversity of opinion in | 


| must be familiar. For several months past, 
and during almost the whole of last winter, 
diarrh@as and dysenteries have been unusual- 
ly common among us, and frequently accom- 
panied with vomiting: Also sickness at 
stomach and vomiting without diarrha@ic or 
dysenteric evacuations have taken place, very 
much out of season for this city. Few of 
these have proved fatal. Within the last 
month diarrh@a, has existed in very many 
and has proved fatal toa few. In other re- 
spects this city has been, and is healthy.— 
Now, this is the whole of the matter in rela- 
tion to the presence of the Cholera among us: 
we do not believe that physicians are war- 
ranted in combining these facts, and create a 
monster out of them, with a terrible name, to 
frighten folks out of their senses. Let the 


good people of this city understand, that to 
give a name to a disease, is a very uncertain 


thing, and of no practical value, even if the 
name happens to express the thing, which it 
| seldom does. 

We are happy in having it in our power to 
state that all educated physicians of the two 
schools agree, that those drugs or combination 
of drugs, that are termed remedies for Cho- 
leraare to be avoided, because of their perni- 
cious tendency. Already, hand-bills have 
been posted all over our city headed “ A cer- 
tain remedy for Cholera,” &c., &c. These 
drugs should be shunned, if health and life 

| are worth preserving. . 

If the Cholera is not among us now, will it 
prevail] here this summer? This question 
has been propounded frequently within a few 

days ; and we very much regret that physi- 
cians have pretended to be able to answer it, 
| The truth is, the question cannot be answer- 
| We dont know,—we have no means of 
knowing. One has said emphatically—* the 
Cholera will not visit this city.” Others have 
said with equal positiveness, that it will. We 
shall give no opinion on the subject, but pa- 
tiently wait, and see which is right. 
| If theCholera should prevail, ought we not to 
| “diet” so as to be in the best possible condi- 
tion to meet it? Some persons have singular 
| ideas of *‘dieting” as it is termed. Almost 
| all regard it, as a sort of starvation mode of 
' living. This we unhesitatingly say, would 
| be pernicious, Cholera or no Cholera. Star- 
vation in any degree is not a preventive of 
that disease. The rule is “eat to live.” The 
same kind of food is not suited to all, and 
| each one must determine from his experience 


ed. 
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what is best adapted to him, and a sudden 
change in diet, either in kind or quantity | 


should not be encouraged. 
| 


throat, and also upon the chest. The lips and 
mouth soon swelled so much that the child 
was almost suffocating. Six or eight drops of 


| Domestic Soap, 7th attenuation, in a tea-cup 


| half full of water, and a tablespoonful given 


HOMEOPATHIC MEDICINES CAUSE 
NERVOUS DISEASES. 


The opponents of homeopathia are re- 
markable for the variety of views which they | 
take of that system of medicine. They say 
all manner of things of it, without regard to 
consistency. At one time homcopathia is 
nothing, absolutely nothing; at another time, 
the most pernicious effects attend its practice ; 
the medicine is arsenic, and thousands have 
lost their lives by submitting to its practition- 
ers. Now, it is the ordinary allopathic prac- 
tice, so modified as to conceal from the igno- 
rant its true character; and now, it only de- 
monsirates, that diseases vet well better with- 
out medicine, than with it. Practitioners of 
homeeopathia are fools ; and then they are all 
knaves; and then again, they are honest, but 
deluded. The very last discovery, pathologi- 
cal discovery perhaps we ought to term it, is 
that homeopathic medicines cause nervous | 
diseases, By whom this was first announced, 
we have not been able toestablish with cer- 
tainty, but probably the New York Academy 
is entitled to that high honor: and yet there 
is room for doubt, for that body has been most 
industriously employed of late in political op- 
erations, such as, instructing the Governor of 
this state in some of his duties, an account of 
which we have been promised. 

A friend at our elbow, declares it as his 
opinion, most carefully made up after years 
of investigation, that allopathic practitioners 
are demented, absolutely and hopelessly de- 
mented. We cannct go as far as our friend | 
does in his opinion, we think him entirely | 
wrong: the difficulty consists in this; allopa- | 
thic practitioners are almost entirely ignorant 
of homm@opathia, and they are guilty of a| 
gross deception when they pretend to have | 
knowledge of it. This will account for their | 
illogical reasoning on our system of medicine, 
and the many absurd charges which they have | 
alledged against it ; the Jast, but not the least, | 
is at the head of this article. 


AN INTERESTING CASE. 
A child 2 1-2 years old, unobserved by its 
mother, placed the spout of a coffee pot in its 
mouth, and let very hot coffee run down the 





} half an hour. 


ata dose, which relieved the agony of the 
child at once. Arepetitiuon was directed, if 
the sufferings returned; it was repeated in 
Several hours afterwards the 
child became excessively hot, Acenie 13th, 5 
pellets dissolved in a tumbler half full of wa- 
ter, and one tea-spoonful of it given every fif- 
teen minutes. The mouth and throat and 
tongue were so inflamed and swollen that the 
child could breathe only with great difficulty, 
He took a teaspoonful of equal parts of milk 
and water every half hour. He screamed 
every time he took the medicine or bis milk 
and water. He passed his urine involuntari- 
ly,—was quite unconscious and in a kind of 
stupor. His condition seemed to grow worse 
for some three or four hours, and then began 
to improve, asked for drink, slept at short in- 
tervals with open mouth, and half open eyes, 
and great difficulty of breathing. This con- 
tinued for about four hours longer, when he 
began to sit up, and the inflammation began 
to subside, the throat was covered with a thin 
coating of ulceration. No further medicine was 
given. He was able to eat in a few days, and 
was well within about six days, from the time 
of the injury. This will be regarded by in- 
telligent physicians as a remarkable case. It 
should be remembered that Svap is always 
good in any burn, taken internally and ap- 
plied externally. In the above case Domestic 
Soap, 7th attenuation cured the burn; and 
Aconite, 13th attenuation, cured the inflam- 


mation. 


A CASE OF PLEURISY. 


A. B. Was seized, May 2d, with a severe 
chill of several hours duration, followed by 
an intense catching pain or stitch in thé right 
side of the chest, hot skin, pulse 95, short 
cough and bloody expectoration. The cough 
was not vepysevere, and the physical signs 
proved that thedisease was chiefly confined to 
the pleura, and that the lungs were not much 
involved. We gave the patient one dose of 
the 30:h dilution of Aconite, and repeated it 
in twelve hours. 

May 3d has been and is stil] in a free per- 
spiration, pulse 85 and soft, free from pain 
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except on motion, coug 
long breath, cough is more troublesome than 
yesterday, expectoration stiJl bloody. Gave 
one dose of a few globules of the 30th of Bry- 
onia dry upon his tongue. 

May 4th. Improving, cough less trouble- 
some, pulse 80. 

May 5th. Free from pain, cough, and fever 
and begins to have some appetite. This gen- 
tlemen had a similar attack some years ago, 
for which he was bled several times and put 
through the usual allopathic treatment, and 
The 
first reason why we have given the above case 


was confined to the house three months. 


in preference to many others which we have | 


treated, is because it happens to be the last 


we have had of the kind; the second reason 


is, because it shows the result of the two me- | 


thods of treatment on the same individual, 
and furthermore he having been treated allo- 
pathically, is capable of judging whether we 
resoried to the so-called active treatment. We 
could not have bled, 
purged, nauseated, nor salivated him without 
his knowing it, and it appears to us that it 
would be rather difficult to deceive any pa- 
tient with these measures,— Michigan Journal 
of Homeopathy. 


blistered, vomited, 


Truth cannot be distroyed,—its progress 
may be in appearance slow, but it is certain. 
There are many things which obstruct the 
spread of humeopathia, yet it will triumph, 
because it is true. The above case is only one 
among hundreds of the same kind, well au- 
thenticated, which have appeared in homa@o- 
pathic works ; and yet those who have no ex- 
perience in the practice; willdeny, and 
and ridicnle and misrepresent such brilliant 
results. But such cases are living witnesses, 
which cannot be gainsayed. 


sneer, 


Samuel Hahnemann’s Organon of Homaopa- 


thic Medicine. Third American edition, 


29 


—— 





zhing, and drawing a | “Jt is now twelve years since the first edition 


of the Organon of Medicine appeared in this 
country. Since that period, the number of 
homeopathic physicians in the United States 
has more than doubled every four years — 


|'This increase has been gradual, sometimes 
| more, and at others less rapid, but always 


without interruption ; and at no time, either 
in this country or in Europe, bas there been 
any retrogression from the ground gained. 
However, there have never been wanting 
those who asserted that homeceopathy was on 
tie decline, and indeed was dead; which re- 
minds us of the old adage, that when a man 
is said to be dead, be has usually the promise 
of a long jife. Other opponents have enter- 
tained great hopes, when they have Jearned 
that the adherents of our school are divided 
into different parties. ‘This is much the same 
as if the friends of royalty in Europe should 
augur the downfall of our republican institu- 
tions, because there are among Us various po- 
litical parties. Among so large a number of 
physician, itis quite natural that different 
opinions should be entertained and promulga- 
ted, and even that partisan confficts should 
arise. But all these several parties stand 
combined against the faithful adherents of 
the institutions of the middle ages, as the va- 
ried wings of our common army. 

1. All hom@opathie physicians are united 
under ihe banner of the great law of cure, 
similia similibus curantur ; however they may 
differ in regard to the theoretical explanation 
of that law, or the extent to which it may be 


| applied. 


2. All homm@opathic physicians acknow- 
ledge that provings upon the healthy are in- 
dispensable in ascertaining the unknown cu- 
rative powers of drugs. 

3. Finally: all homeopaths concur in giv- 
ing but one medicine at a time, never mixing 
different drugs together under the absurd ex- 
pectation that each will act according to their 
dictum. This is the glorious tri-color of our 
school, which will make the circuit of the 
world, andin these we are as the heart of 
one man. 

ft is not.a little gratifying to find, that al} 
the recent discoveries in Chemistry and Phy- 
siology, serve to confirm and establish the 
principles of our system, while they contra- 
dict the usual pathological opinions of the 
day. The wonderful discoveries in patholo- 
gical anatomy, in ascertaining the material 


| and chemical changes produced by disease and 


with improvements from the last German | 


edition, and Dr, C. Hering’s introducto- 
ry remarks. 


A new edition of the above invaluable | 


work has just been published by Wm. Radde, | 
| by us. 


No. 322 Broadway, N. Y., and others. The 
following are the introductory remarks of 
Dr. Hering, which should receive a careful 
reading. 


| 


medicines, while they are a valuable addi- 
tion to our knowledge, serve only to engender 
in the old school such doctrines as “ Young 
Physic ;” according to which the patient is 
scientifically informed of the nature of his 
disorder, and gravely left to the efforts of na- 
ture. Even the Water Cure is only the ser- 
vant of the doctrine of Hahnemann, cleans- 
ing and renovating the house to be occupied 


“While the various dissensions among the 
old school are favouring the extension of ho- 
mopathy, the varied diversities among our- 


| selves serve only to develop and advance our 
{ 
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principles. What important influence can it 
exert, whether a homaopath adopt the theo- 
retical opinions of Hahnemann or not, so 
long as he holds fast the practical rules of the 
master, and the Materia Medica of our school. 
What influence can it have, whether a physi- 
‘cian adopt or reject the Psora theory, so lung 
as he always selecis the most similar medi- 
cine possible? Even in the larger or smaller 
doses, the masses or the potences, allowing 
that there isa great difference between them 
according to the testimony of the friends of 
each, yet all this difference dwindles into in- 
significance, when we compare the results of 
homeopathic with that of common allopathic 

ractice. Hence we may console ourselves, 
eaving to farther researches to confirm or 
rectify Hahnemann’s theory of potences, and 
to establish arule without exceptions, accord- 
ing to which, the lower or the higher potences 
shall be the most appropriate in each indi- 
vidual case. There will always be a large 
number of physicians who either do not un- 
derstand, or will not learn, how to select for 
each particular case the one only proper me- 
dicine, and such will always find it most com- 
fortable toemploy massive doses. There will 
always be perhaps as large a number, on the 
one band, who wil! by and by know how to 
hit the nail upon the head, and they will learn 
to prefer the high potences. Even Hahne 
mann himself required more than a score of 
years to learn this. As through war we come 
to the possession of peace, so in the world of 
science, through conflict and trial, we come to 
the possession of truth. It was an old motto 
of Luther’s, 


*‘ Lass die Geister auf einander platzen.” 
‘Philadelphia, November 1, 1848. 


We regret to have met with instances, 


at the time. A detail, however, of the treat. 
ment of each case is unnecessary, as I believe 
I can generally only confirm the testimony of 
homeopathic physicians regarding the efficacy 
of the various medicines commonly employed. 
The fact of the remarkable prevalence and 
fatality of Cholera in Glasgow during the 
months of November and December of the 
past, and January and February of the pre- 
sent year, must be well known. So far from 
its being confined to the lower classes—as 
was the case in Edinburgh—it was believed 
| that during the first six weeks of the epidem- 
ic a very large proporticn of the cases occur- 
red among the wealthier portion of the com- 
munity. It iscertain that all along, the epi- 
demic prevailed in districts of the town appa- 
rently the most healthily situated—a circum- 
stance quite inexplicable by any peculiarity 
in the drainage or other physical condliion of 
these parts. 
| Seventeen cases of the fully developed dis- 
| ease came under my own care, the majority 
of them being patients of the lowest class. Of 
these, fifteen recovered, two died. Of the 
two fatal cases, one was that of a iady who 
| bad been under the treatment of an ordinary 
| practitioner for thirteen hours before I saw 
her, at which time she had sunk into hopeless 
collapse. If, as believed by some, palliative 
treatment, applied from the first and seduously 
maintained, be as effectual as homeopathic 
treatment in acute diseases for which a per- 
fectly enantiopathic remedy exists, such cases 
as this ought to recover under the treatment 








where physicians assume to practice homeo- | 
pathically, who have never read the Organon 
by Hahnemann. As the profession is now | 
furnished with a new and beautiful edition, | 
by Wm. Radde, we hope each member of it | 
will supply himself with that indispensable | 
work. The price we believe is only $1 00. 


| 


NOTICE OF THE HOM(ZOPATHIC 
TREATMENT OF CHOLERA 
IN GLASGOW. 


BY WILLIAM RALPH BEILBY, M. D. 


I regret that I am unable to communicate 
so full a detail as might be wished of the ho- 
mceopathic treatment of Cholera in Glasgow, 
during the prevalence of the epidemic in this 
city, as a juurnal was not kept of each case 








commonly employed by the old school: for 
the patient it appeared had taken a very large 
dose of opium op the first appearance of di- 
arrhoea, and the same had been repeated fre- 
quently during the above period. The dejec- 
tions at first were temporarily arrested, but 
soon the palliative, even in increased quanti- 
ties, quite lost its effect. 

The other fatal case was in some respects a 
remarkable one. It was that of an old lady, 
to whom I was called, after she had laboured 
for two days under well-marked choleric di- 
arrheea, characterized by frequent painless, 


| very watery ‘stools, preceded by loud borbo- 


rygmus and grumbling in the bowels. This 
diarrhea appeared to have yielded to alter- 
nate doses of Secale and Phosphoric acid, and 
no motion had occurred for several hours, 
when suddenly the stools changed their char- 
acter, becoming colourless and loaded with 
flakes, and the fully developed disease was 
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declared, Camphor had been used before the | however, ultimately died, being the first of 
Secale and Phos, Ac. without effect; when | the two fatal cases above mentioned. 
tried now it excited vomiting. Under Vera- | Arsenicum was of little or no benefit in the 
trum every half-hour, contioved for nine! purging. In two cases, however, in which 
hours, the characteristic dejections became | vomiting predominated, with excessive thirst, 
less frequent, and ultimately ceased altogeth- | and vomiting shortly after drinking, Arseni- 
er, She was now, however, cold and pulse- cum was of signal use. In one of these it 
less. After an interval of three hours and a| had been given at the second dilution for 
half, a quantity of thick, tarry, abominably | some time, without the slightest benefit. Re- 
fetid matter was discharged at short intervals | luctant to abandon it, I tried a higher potency, 
from the bowels. Under Arsenicum and La- and one globule of Ars, 12, every tlf hour, 
chesis this discharge becaine less frequent, and | checked the vomiting after the third wose. 
changed to pure blood, and with this change! Of Cuprum I had no experience, not hav- 
she gave token, by her restlessness and groans ing seen a case in which it was indicated. In 
of suffering acute griping pain in the bowels. | one case I regretted not having Jatrohpa in, 
This latter symptom, as well as the discharge | which the characteristic dejections continued 
ceased entirely after two doses of Merc. cor-|after the vomiting had subsided, and the pa- 
ros. 2. A favourable prognosis was then | tient’s state was generally improved. In this 
given, as her pulse couid just be felt again. | case, and in another in which purging only 
Soon afier, however, she became restless, de- | exisied from the first, I thought the alternation 
liricus, and gradually sank. During the pro | of Secale with the Veratrum of some service. 
gress of the epidemic it was currently stated! Jp only one of the cases did well-marked 
that no case in persons above fifty recovered. | febrile symptoms supervene. The patient, a 
This patient’s age was seventy-six. | female, came under treatment when in a state 
As to the medicines employed in the differ- lof collapse, and after having been pronoun- 
ent cases, most benefit undoubtedly was ub- iced moribund by the parish surgeon. From 
tained from Camphor. At first I felt strongly | this state she emerged by the aid of Arsen. 
prejudiced against its employment in cases in| and Verat., and subsequently a low typhoid 
which the evacuations had gone on for some | febrile paroxysm supervened. The pulse rose 
time, but I soon became very confident in its | to 104, and she complained much of pains in 
efficacy, even in these circumstances. I al- the limbs and dul! pressure at the pit of the 
ways employed a saturated sulution of pure|stomach. For this state Rhus was given 
Camphor in rectified spirit, of which the dose | with great benefit. The allopathic treatment 
was first five drops, and then two drops every i Cholera is perhaps not wholly innocent of 
ten minutes afterwards, In six of the cases | the production of the so-called third or febrile 
the Camphor alone was sufficient to check the | stage of the disease, which certainly appears 
purging. It was generally given at the com- | to be of more frequent occurrence under the 
mencement of treatment, unless collapse had | ancient method. 
already set in; but its employment was al-| Jp two cases a slight relapse occurred ; both 
ways discontinued after the first hour, if deci- | powever, ultimately did well. Relapses, ge- 
ded benefit failed to appear. nerally, were not uncommon, and most fre- 





. Veratrum was of most benefit in the purg- | quently proved fatal; 

ing. It wasgiven generally in the first dilu-| A great deal of cholerine or choleric diar- 
tion, of which four drops were mixed in a | rhcea prevailed during the epidemic. The ma- 
wine glassful of water, and a teaspoonful! | jority of the cases were treated with Vera- 
given every half hour, or seldomer, according | trum, Mercurius, or Pulsatilla, preceded ge- 
to the stage and progress of the disease. A | nerally by several doses of Camphor. Fear 
drop of the third dilution every quarter of an | lest the fully developed disease should be es- 
hour succeeded perfectly in one case. In | tablished prevented me frown giving so fair a 
another case in which the purging was most | trial to Paosphoric acid and Secale in this di- 
obstinate, I gave a drop of the undiluted | arrhea as the experience of the German and 
mother tincture with decided temporary advan- | Russian physicians would have warranted. In 
tage. It produced vomiting at the time, which |a good many cases the diarrhea indicated 
had not previously occurred, but the purging | China, the evacuations being extremely wa- 
was considerably relieved by it. The patient, | tery, painless, and occurring soon after each 
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meal, and in these cases the efficacy of this | that all medicines, and especially Opium, has 
remedy was decided. primary and secondary action, directly the 


Nore.—At the height of the epidemic a let- | Opposite of each other. Administer Opium in 
ter appeared in one of the local hewspapers,/a genuine Cholera Diarrhea, in “20 or 95 
calling popular attention to the fact of the effi- drops” doses, the evacuation from the bowels 


cacy wf Camphor when employed in the first} , Pe : 

stage of the disease, and to the importance of | WOUld cease by its primary attion, and now 

every household being provided with a tinc-|and then one of good constitution and in 

= See — The ettiaacy of} mild attack the secondary effect, which is to 
amphor haviog thus, it appears, become : Jieht . + tl 

preity generally known, a ‘* Homoeopathic | parge; mightpe slight, “sn — evil, fo 
Cinetare of Camphor,” of the required | low, as when the Cholera prevails, thousands 


strength, was prepared from a recipe furnished | have a slight diarrh@a, take nothing and 
by my colleague, Dr Scott, to ‘one of the prin-|neyer have the disease developed. Bat in 


cipal druggisis in town, and sold extensively. er nee the dlewibina 
Lhave reasun to know that many of the ordi- | *®8® petsons who have the diarrhoea, and in 
nary practitioners employed this successfully | Whom the Cholera would be developed; let 


en tangy Pills, juan oes such, take Opiwm, the primary effect would 
w y amphor, were use one individ- : ; hi ~) 
ual mith great success. The writer-of the be, to hold the disease at bay for awhile, bu 
letter in the newspaper just referred to, an ex-| ‘he secondary effect is sure to develope the 
tensive manulacter iathis city, employing sev- | malady in a form which no treatment can con- 
eral hundred hands, himself treated success-/ tro], ‘This we know was true in 1832; and a 


fully twenty-one cases, with C r alone, | , ‘ le 
wie ome gentleman + Come one few days ago a death occurred in this city un- 
me that he is aware of seventeen cases having | der precisely these circumstances. Let it 
treated at Kilmarnock with like success. | therefore be set down as a fact, that in those 
Since we wrote the article in another col-| who take Opium, and by its first effect, the di- 
ge : , Je dp 
umf onthe Cholera in this city, the profes- errhwe rr , the Cholera af afterwards we 
sion has pretty generally agreed that that dis- veloped, as in eight out of ten it will be, tag 
ease doesexist among us, but as yet in mild- | *°Y°Te4 Rem, tet death ‘eA vollow tava for 
hess, assuming forms which differ very much hours. . : 
in the cases. The alarm among our popula- If the “ Medical Counsel” cannot give us 
better evidence of their qualification for the 


tion is increasing, which is not at all necessa- | ** 
otfice they hold, the sooner the people demand 
| their dismission the better. 


—— 
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ry. For, considering our very large popula- | 


tion, were it not for the useless daily reports 
of the Board of Health, we should hardly be 


aware that Cholera existed in this city. There Cine f the h a 
. : . . 5 me men 
is one fact, however, worthy of notice; it is At snevneenty tae Be 6g Ope 
: haha , of Cholera is found successful. The JT umes 
that almost all kinds of acute diseases have says:—* Three homeopathic physicians re- 
‘ceased during the last two weeks, and a Cho- port their cases of Cholera, from 20th April 
Jera inflaence is slightly felt by almost every | rs to hee “e ray to — me ae we 
: at 7 there has only been one death. nother ho- 
y liseas s 2V p | . ¢ eas » . 
tndividaa|, and Be. es ong = developed, | moeopathic practitioner reports for the last two 
comparatively, only in a few persons. Our | weeks 88 cases of Cholera in his practice and 
fear is, that this calm portendsa storm, We | no death. Beside these, we Jeafn that there are 


urge the use of the preventive medicines, viz, | ight other homeupathic practitioners, who 
Cuprum metailicum, 30th dilution, and Vera- , 2¥¢ been eminently suppennfel, Mone of the 
P tes ’ “- above, we understand, have been reported to 


trum 30th dilution. Two or three’ pellets of | the Board of Health. The ratio of cures to 


these may be taken every third morning in al- | cases treated in this city by homeopathy, so 
ternation. far as we have learned, a same 
‘ * 3 compared with those ander Allopathic ‘real- 

We will here take occasion to remark, that ment, as is generally found everywhere—that 


the “Medical Counsel” to our Board of Health | is to say, as ten to one in favor of the new 
have recommended the use of 20 or 25 drops|system, - 

of Laudanum iv cholera diarrhea. This be- 
trays an ignorance of opium in that disease 
which from the respect we have heretofore felt The American Institute of Homoeopathy 
ed those onmis has rs as with aston- | »i1! hold its Annual Session on the 13th of 

ment. Opium in any form in the Cholera!,,; : : : 

is pernicious, and should be avoided. Weask ne on eee 
the “ Medical Counsel” if they do not know, 
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